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The demilitarized zone between North 
Korea and South Korea has been absent 
of any human development for 53 years. 
When the reunification between two divided 
nations occurs in the future, the land that 
stands as a buffer zone will become of 
interest to mvany as a potential open site 
for the beginnings of a new urban city, 
industrial complex, consumerism, and 
massive infrastructure. In other words, the 
DMZ is most likely to be consumed by 
its neighboring urban cities to meet the 
immediate needs of urban development 
and growth. 
However, it would be a shame if the last 
untouched landscape will dissappear in 
seconds as soon as reunification opens 
up the borders of seperation. This thesis 
concentrates on how the preservation of the 
border as a unmodified landscape, yet a 
place for local economies and culture bring 
the opportunity for rethink the border as a 
ecological district. 
The first question that I asked myself is what 
really lives within these borders and how 
architecture can become a framework that 
facilitates as an activator in preserving and 
enhancing the landscape and its people. 
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The DMZ is a long and uneven border. At some areas, there are barbed wire fences clearly 
marking the division, and at other boundaries are divided by landscape, such as a body of 
water, mountain, or a hill. 
In July 27, 1953, a ceasefire agreement was signed to close the Korean War. The ceasefire line 
of the Korean War became the demarcated border that divided North from South Korea. 
To clearly describe the demarcation, the border is 4km buffer zone that runs the entire width 
of the Korean peninsula. Within the buffer is a neutral zone, where military fire arms are not 
allowed, but the region immediately outside the border is heavily armed by both nations. 
The natural landscape of Korea is mountainous and the DMZ crosses 75 streams, 17 rivers, 
and numerous high ridges at various angles.
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In February 1954, U.S. Army established a secondary defense line to increase the 
security of South Korean citizens, called the Agricultrual Limitation Line. Farming 
was regulated in order to protect military operations and facilities that exist near 
the Korean DMZ. 
This was renamed as the Civilian Control Line in June 1958, when the U.S. made 
South Korean troops were put in charge of defending the armistice line. 
The Civilian Control Line (CCL) limits the entry and exit of civilian population. 
CCL pushed back (5-20km) and further limits the area of potential access and 
overlapping borders. Civilian Control Zone (CCZ) covers a total of 1,528 sqkm
HOW DO PEOPLE LIVE IN THIS AREA? 
WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES THAT PEOPLE FACE COPING WITH THE DMZ?
TO WHAT EXTENT CAN ARCHITECTURE DO TO RESOLVE THE EXISTING SPATIAL ISSUE?
Since the establishment of the DMZ, the 
adjacent site has transformed and developed 
new ac? vi? es and objects ranging from 
arts, Korean War memorials, farm villages, 
observatories, and renovated Confucius 
Academy. 
HOW HAVE THESE ACTIVITIES EVOLVED? 
HOW WILL THEY CONTINUE TO EVOLVE?
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How much of the land should remain preserved? 
and how much can be developed to accept the realities of 
urban development?
How can architecture work as a framework to restrict 
modification of the land and still bring attraction for outsiders 
to visit and connect with local residents of the DMZ?
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1. The DMZ has been untouched from human involvemnt for 55 years. 
The CCZ (territories surrounding the dmz with strict zoning regulations for civilian use and access) has 
naturally evolved a  a reservoir for wildlife
2. 60% Of asia's endangered species reside in the dmz and ccz. Even migratory birds from africa and 
middle east seasonally visit the site.
3. The DMZ has attrated outsiders-- international and national audience-- to partcipate in eco-tourism. 
Many sites of the dmz has become an eco-destination that interactiely engages visitors with the local 
culture and economy. Investors have been seeking to develop this growing tourist economy. 
4. Mainstream tourism and urban encroachment can lead to depreciated local economy and culture 
that is important for sustaining the ecology of the environment within the CCZ.
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The buffer zone near the South Korean and North Korean demilitarized border is currently evolving into an ecological phenomenon. 
I am interested in how the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and Civilian Control Zone (CCZ) have evolved despite their political limitations.  I want 
to explore how the evolution of the entire strip has impacted current residents working as local farmers, students and researchers, and 
outsiders visiting as eco-tourists in South Korea. I hope that architecture can aid in developing the militarized sites in a positive direction, 
even after unification. I am concerned that urban encroachment will swallow the existing ecological strip and transform it into a new urban 
center.
This thesis is a proposal for progressive architecture that combines environmental and cultural aspects as a way to promote 
sustainable design. The project promotes an ecological lifestyle and physical setting that is both appropriate for the context of the 
environment—in the sense of physical site, climate, social culture and economies—and is appealing to a wide audience.The motivation 
for the thesis is to demonstrate that cultural excitement can be created by a responsible ecological design, which balances environmental 
sustainability and a concern for people in the region. Rezoning the CCZ from a war zone to a habitable greenbelt will redefine land as a 
viable regional and cultural identity.
I have selected Dorasan Complex--Train Station and Peace Park as the first site for ecological demonstration and intervention 
because it has the potential to act as a main gateway at the CCZ border. I view this thesis as a prototype for facilitating an initial exchange 
of trade and knowledge between outside visitors and local farmers for both countries. The project is intended to educate and celebrate the 
effectiveness and economic viability of ecological building practices. The intervention supports local production by bringing outside visitors 
to the CCZ , so that resident farmers can display their sustainably produced products and methods that are important in preserving CCZ’s 
history and ecology of the environment. The railway will help transport visitors in South Korea without traveling by car, but also establish a 
route in which the knowledge of preserving the CCZ can travel between South Korea and North Korea, when the railway becomes publicly 
accessible after unification. Secondly, my project shows how existing infrastructure has the potential to be reused and redeveloped with 
ecologically conscientious purpose, when the two Koreas are united.
The proposed Centre at Dorasan features exhibition spaces, galleries, informal market spaces, formal seminar rooms, 
accommodations, a spa, facilities for testing and research, and an interactive restaurant with characteristics of BYOF (bring your own food) 
or (PYOI pick your own ingredients). The project will simultaneously embody sustainable strategies through building material choices, 
site organization, structural design, building and site performance such as, natural ventilation, reduced energy consumption, and on-
site purification and waste disposal. The thesis promotes socioeconomic engagement and respect for the cultural context of the site’s 
conditions. At the same time, it strives to sustainably interact with the existing natural environment.
EQPtePtiQP
Can architecture use contexts, not just physical features, 
but also social, economical,and environmental issues to 
enhance and/or activate the existing global network?
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The DMZ has been 
untouched from 
human involvemnt 
for 55 years. 
The CCZ (territories 
surrounding the 
dmz with strict 
zoning regulations 
for civilian use 
and access) has 
naturally evolved 
as a reservoir for 
wildlife
Right:
Collages explaining 
ecological transformation 
and suggesting that the 
government’s roles in the 
future will be to enforce 
environmental policies.
I find this transformation 
fascinating and I am 
curious to see and predict 
how this zone will continue 
to evolve in the future.
First, the ecological 
evolution has influenced 
the physical environment-
-preserving it as an open 
landscape, rather than 
an urban zone. Secondly, 
the impact on the local 
residents, workers, industry, 
economy has shaped 
the current culture to be 
more progressive towards 
sustainable living.
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60% Of 
asia's 
endangered 
species 
reside in the 
dmz and 
ccz. Even 
migratory 
birds from 
africa and 
middle east 
seasonally 
visit the site.
Endangered Amur leopard
Wildlife residents--leopard giving 
up its duck prey during a hunt Elk remains tangled on branches 
a? er the leopard hunt and dinner
Flowers along fence
The untouched land within the CCZ and 
DMZ have ? ourished with wild life. Some 
people have taken ac? on to protect and bring 
awareness of these beings. While some have 
tried to make a pro? t through ‘ecotourism.’
Birds are the king of rice ? elds in 
Cheorwon
n a t u r e
- p a r k s  +  p a v i l i o n s
Eco DMZ lab 
founders 
Their subjects
Hoopoe or Spartan-
headed bird is a common 
resident
Migratory birds are free to 
enter and exit like this one 
from Africa
Without having to construct sites for 
‘ecotourism,’ the land is already rich with 
parks, pavilions, and galleries. There are 
also beau? ful scenic landmarks and trail 
for hiking and biking along the DMZ.
Marshlands
Team ? nishing their bike tour at Uni? ca? on 
Observatory in Goseong
Fi? y-eights years a? er the Armis? ce Agreement of 1953, 
the 4km bu? er zone of the DMZ and CCZ demilitarized zone 
inadvertently transformed into a wildlife habitat from a 
military frontline. Recently, researchers have found that 60% 
of Asia’s endangered species residing in the narrow 248km 
corridor. Despite the irony that the DMZ and the CCZ (Civilian 
Controlled Zone) was a loca? on of human destruc? on ? lled 
with land mines, it is now one of the world’s most undisturbed 
natural paradise for wildlife archaeological preserva? on.
+
Yanggu
Yeoncheon
Goseong
Inje
Demarcation Line
Boundaries of The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)
Civilian Controlled Zone
Bike and Hike DMZ Course Trail
Environmental inves? gators from Eco 
DMZ Forum
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The DMZ has attrated 
outsiders-- international 
and national audience-- to 
partcipate in eco-tourism. 
Many sites of the dmz has 
become an eco-destination 
that interactiely engages 
visitors with the local culture 
and economy. Investors 
have been seeking to 
develop this growing tourist 
economy. 
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while it’s a space that 
cannot be entered, the 
nearby o?  sites have 
managed to form a kind 
of life, instead of being 
turned away from the 
void.
this is only a small 
collec? on of all the 
happenings along the 
dmz:
House built a? er 6.25 by veterans 
in the punch bowl area of Yanggu
38th Parallel brand rice wine from 
Cheorwan
Close assault bomb dropped in a 
village of Hwacheon, 2001
There are forest ? res every 
spring
‘Area being guarded military o?  cials’
Agent sequelae disease from herbicide 
toxin use during the 6.25 is s? ll su? ered 
and passed on to children
fo r   t h e   p e o p l e   i n   u s e   a s   l i v i n g   a n d   fa r m i n g Outside the CCZ
Introduc? on    1.32
‘welcome back, bald eagles’ ceremony for migratory birds by 
residents in Yanggu
South Korean guard overlooking the DMZ at night
Birds are not afraid of exploding mines
Night view of the dmz--brightly lit barbed-wire 
fence zone
resident permit and 
contract to remain inside 
the DMZ-Taesongdong
Snow and 
ice covered 
fence being 
cared by 
ROK soldiers
Preschool children on a 
? eld trip walking in a mine-
hazard area
Demoli? on of a war bunker for tour development 
building an observatory to view migratory birds
s i g n i f i c a n c e
- a r t  g a l l e r i e s + s t u d i o s
- a c a d e m i e s
Right hand images 
(clockwise from top left):
1. Advertisement and registration for 
DMZ Ecotour hiking and biking route
2. Ecotourists who have just finished 
the DMZ bike tour
2. Ecotourist and investigators 
observing wildlife
3. Map of DMZ bike and hike tour
Below (From left):
1. Ecotourist on a photo tour
2. International visitors enjoying Korean 
farm-tour experience at rice fields
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Mainstream tourism and 
urban encroachment can 
lead to depreciated local 
economy and culture that is 
important for sustaining the 
ecology of the environment 
within the ccz.
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Counterclockwise from top left:
1 Man holding his residency permit in the CCZ
2 South Korean soldiers surveying the barbed 
wire fence 
3. Houses at a farming community with the CCZ. 
It has not been renovated since 1960s.
4. Large crowd of tourists ice-fishing on the 
frozen Imjin River that is just 5 miles from the 
DMZ
5. Growing interest for camping and ecotourism 
have led to built campsite developments in 
Korea
6. DMZ brand water is being sold as a high-end 
brand spring water on the internet market
7. Korean War bunker being bulldozed to 
become a bird observatory for ecotourists
8. Roads were built too accomodate large tour 
buses
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DEFINING
BOUNDARIES
DMZ (5KM WIDTH)
CCZ (5-20KM WIDTH)
ECO-TOUR TRAIL
UNIFICATION INFRASTRUCTURE
1
7
MAPPING THE CULTURE OF DMZ
1. BUFFER ZONE ESTABLISHED FROM CEASEFIRE LINE OF THE KOREAN WAR, 1953
2.  CCZ ESTABLISHED, 1956
3. UNIFICATION INFRASTRUCTURE BUILT & 
ECO-TOUR TRAIL ADVERTISED, 1970-2000
4. CULTURAL GROWTH 
ALONG THE CCZ 
I am interested in how the CCZ 
has evolved despite its political 
limitations. The buffer zone near 
the South Korean and North 
Korean demilitarized border is 
currently evolving into an ecological 
phenomenon. I am interested
in how the evolution of the entire 
strip has impacted current residents 
working as local farmers, students 
and researchers, and ecotourism 
and how it will continue to evolve 
in the future. I am concerned that 
urban encroachment will swallow 
the existing ecological strip and 
transform as a new urban center.
1) Ban-gu-jung pavilion was meant to overlook the Imjin River, un? l  6.25 
3) Civilians having picnic at Dutoyeon pond that opens once a year
2) Excava? on of a bunker to transform as a tourist bird observatory
4) Commu? ng farmers in Cheorwan
1. Architecture acknowledges 
the DMZ not only as a 
contested boundary, but 
a network of objects and 
actions involved with the local 
resident and people
2. Strategize a way to both 
preserve the exisitng and 
invite visitors into the DMZ
3. Intervention that act as a 
habitable greenbelt to preven 
the land from becoming 
drastically transformed by 
urban masterplans and/or 
conglomerate developers for 
purely economic reasons
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P R O F I L E :    C O M M U T I N G  F A R M E R S
USER CATEGORY:  FARMERS
INTENDED USE:  SEASONAL STAY  FOR HARVEST AND PLANTING
               4 - 6 MONTHS 
4 - 6  M
O
NTHS
Users:  Farm
ers    3.2
Cu r r e n t l y t h e r e  a r e  
co m m u t in g  f a r m e r s t h a t  
work the fields near the 
Korean border. The CCZ is 
currently used to cultivate 
ginseng and rice and is 
nationally praised for being 
grown in unpolluted lands. 
I would liketo create a 
sp a ce  f o r  t h e se  f a r m e r s 
who have a significant 
impact and presence in 
the land near the Korean 
border. Secondly, I aim to 
provide a space where the 
process of cultivation and 
agricultural production is 
visible to visitors. 
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Future developments of 
DMZ Eco-Park | Dorasan
Phase 1: 
- Farming tour
-North-South Wild Life 
Inves? ga? on Neutual 
Territory 
Gyunggi-do University and Hanyang University 
Students visit and engage in the issues of the DMZ 
a? ected area. They are informed visitors who are 
knowledgeable about the nega? ve environmental 
e? ects of tourism. They discuss ways on how we can 
collaborate and develop new ways to support local 
residents and invite visitors. 
Kim, Yong-jin: DMZ Eco-Park Project Manager 
Lee, Mun-su: Interviewed student from Hanyang 
University
GLIFE: Gyunggi-do Life Report 
M
O
N
TH -- SEM
ESTER
U
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               MONTH TO SEMESTER LONG USE
“CAMPING” IS DEFINED AS GETTING AWAY FROM AN 
URBAN AREA, AND ENJOYING NATURE, SPENDING ONE 
OR MORE NIGHTS ON A LOCATION. AS SUCH, THE PHRASE 
‘URBAN CAMPING’ CONTRADICTS ITSELF. 
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P R O F I L E :    U R B A N  E S C A P I S T
USER CATEGORY:  RECREATIONAL VISITOR / ECOTOURIST
INTENDED USE:  BRIEF REST AND OPTION TO STAY ONE NIGHT
Most of Seoul in South Korea is densely developed with high rise apartments, 
offices and officetel, sky scrapers. South Korean landscape is naturally 
mountainous and they remain undeveloped as patches of green zones within a 
largely developed city. 
The paradox of this image is that when hikers reach the top of the mountain in 
Seoul, they gain a panaromic view of the wide development of the city, rather 
than a scenic landscape. 
I predict that it would be these urban escapists who reside in the city, but enjoy 
escaping their home to spend time in a natural landscape. 
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 
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EaP De EreateF the strePgtheP the DQrFer as a FyPamiE 
FistriEt Qf EWltWral aEtiXities 
9ithiP the PetYQrk + DelieXe that eaEh eZistiPg resiFePt 
Qr grQWR EaP sWRRQrt aPF gaiP frQm eaEh Qthers  
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The Growth of the network forms into district of its own that 
becomes separate from corporate developments and interests 
for urban expansion and master planning
Trans-border Network that define the limits of the zone 
through its nodes, rather than the demilitarized borders
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9heP eaEh resiFePt grQWR earlier PQtateF as a XariaDle haXe a 
mQre FefiPitiXe rQle iP the RresePEe Qf the DQrFer it EaP aEt as 
a stageF RQiPts that shaRe the DQrFer as aP iPElWsiXe \QPe 
'aEh RQiPt EaP DegiP tQ FefiPe hQY it Yill FefleEt massiXe 
FeXelQRmePts sWEh as DWilFiPg Qf PWElear RlaPts shQRRiPg 
EQmRleZes maPWfaEtWriPg RlaPts mass WrDaP hQWsiPg aPF maiP 
stream tQWrist attraEtiQPs 
6his Yay the %%< EaP remaiP as a RrQteEtiXe Delt iP a RreserXeF 
maPPer + DelieXe that a miPFfWl iPterXePtiQP is PeeFeF tQ helR 
FeXelQR a \QPe that is resReEtfWl tQ the YilFlife histQriE 
laPFsites aPF the last remaiPiPg QReP laPFsEaRe that has DeeP 
aDsePt Qf hWmaP tQWEh 
EQPteZtWal aPalysis
+P the Fiagram eaEh eZistiPg resiFePEe Qr EQmmWPity RreXiQWsly reRresePteF as a 
XariaDle is shQYP here as a DQZ 
'aEh DQZ Yill hQlF sRaEes that EaP serXe fQr the PeeFs Qf eZistiPg EQmmWPity 
6hese sRaEes EaP De FefiPieF as the fQllQYiPg
 QDserXatiQP laDs fQr eEQÄiPXestigatiQP
 hQWsiPg fQr EQmmWtiPg farmers
 lQFgiPg fQr eEQtQWrists
 stQrage fQr farmers
 market aPFQr retail fQr lQEal EQmmQFity 
 gallery fQr Fm\ artists
 eZhiDitiQP sRaEe fQr Yar artifaEts 
#EtiXatiPg the eZistiPg PetYQrk Qf lQEal EWltWre aPF resiFePEe EaP De EarrieF QWt 
thrQWgh arEhiteEtWral iPterXePtiQP 
9hile serXiPg the eZistiPg EQmmWPity s PeeFs aPF resReEtiPg its RresePEe 
arEhiteEtWre EaP striXe tQ imRrQXe EWrrePt EQPFitiQP Dy EreatiPg EQmmWPal sRaEes 
fQr iPterPal meetiPgs aPF EQllaDQratiQP YithiP the EWrrePt resiFePEe +t EaP alsQ 
serXe as a RlaEe fQr XisitQrs tQ learP aPF iPteraEt Yith the DQrFer YithQWt eXasiXe 
iPtrWsiQP
6hrQWgh this thesis + hQRe tQ Ereate a RrQtQtyRiEal effeEt iP YhiEh QPe aEtiXateF 
RQiPt Yill RrQXQke a seEQPFary aPF tertiary resRQPse +P the ePF + hQRe that the 
DQrFer Yill grQY as a FeXelQReF PetYQrk that is DQth EQPsEiePtiQWs tQYarFs the 
eZisitiPg sQEial EQPFitiQPs aPF PatWral ePXirQPmePt aPF the safety Qf the ReQRle 
+ alsQ hQRe that the PetYQrk EaP serXe as a DalaPEeF QRRQrtWPity fQr EreatiPg a 
PQPÄRQlitiEal EQPPeEtiQP DetYeeP 0Qrth -Qrea aPF 5QWth -Qrea + RrQRQse that the 
DQrFer is aEEessiDle Dy DQth 0Qrth aPF 5QWth -QreaP Eiti\eP iP the fWtWre
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   Primarily, the project intends to locate physical points in the bu? er zone where the CCZ border can acts a  
? ltered membrane or point of entry that secures and invites people into nature.
At ? rst glance of the contested border, which spans an extensive length of 248 km, the 
architectural building agenda needs to be pushed to think of planning, but not in terms of master 
plan and new developments. It is important to conserve a por? on/ if not more, of the current 
state of the CCZ, because it is 
 1)  a rich ecological reserve full of wildlife and migratory birds
 2)  cannot impede the people living and working in the a? ected sites
 3)  the project must be self-conscious of the impact and bene? ts it is producing 
The border was ? rst analyzed for geographical changes and exis? ng reali? es 
The exis? ng ac? ons I would like to iden? fy are: 
 a)  Preserving nature as a principle throughout the thesis 
 b)  Suppor? ng commuter farmers 
 c)  Suppor? ng ar? sts 
 d)  Accommoda? ng recrea? onal visitors from hiking and bike tour
 e)  Engaging veteran soldiers of the Korean War
 f)  Accommoda? ng tourists of war tourism 
The prime similarity that the variables listed above share among each other is that they are 
transient occupants; they are not/and or intended as permanent residents of Paju. 
Secondly, the span of the CCZ are subject to change de to concurrent state of governmental, 
social, economic, and public interest and authority in the area. Therefore the objec? ve is to 
implement phasing and outspread the staged strategies over the course of 10 years. 
1. Refurbishment
2. Drawing
3. Inser? on 
M E T H O D S :
P H A S E  1  |  R E S T O R I N G
Interven? on 1
Market: I am invi? ng market spaces to occur as a combined support for farmers, recrea? onal 
visitors, tourists, and ar? sts. The transitory nature of markets--its hours of opera? on and change 
in sold goods based on needs demands--allow for the program to situate between the exis? ng 
infrastructure of Dorasan Railway Sta? on and Custom House and the hidden social content of the 
commu? ng farmers and recrea? onal visitors. 
P H A S E  2  |  D R A W I N G
Con? nua? on 1
Dorasan Peace Park has been an e? ec? ve loca? on for merging cultural values of art, environmental 
awareness, peace uni? ca? on, and educa? on. It is visited by locals as a place to enjoy recrea? onal 
ac? vi? es and by outsiders as a place of a? rac? on. In all, the park has been fairly successful so it is 
important to not impede on their exis? ng opera? on. The design objec? ve for con? nuing the opera-
? on of the park is crea? ng visual aids--signage, pathways, and monuments adjacent to the park. As 
of now, the park is separate from the Dorasan Train Sta? on and Custom House facili? es. It is spa-
? ally odd because it is posi? oned next to the border control facili? es, but because it’s a public park, 
there are de? ned boundaries of the park made by roads, thick trees, and train tracks. 
P H A S E  3  |  I N S E R T I O N 
Interven? on 2
Accommoda? on: Short-term accommoda? on is intended to meet the needs for farmers, hikers, and ar? sts. 
 As a proposal, I am developing two paired spaces: 
 1)  Living space with detailed precision to meet speci? city of the exis? ng needs
 2) Flexible storage space that can be altered when it is appropriate
 This way I can dually achieve an open system while maintaining the speci? city of the agendas 
 required by the program of farming, hiking tour, and art. 
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Proposed Prototype:  Activated Network
The existing network of activities and people’s presence will 
be redefined through architectural strategies. While serving 
the existing community’s needs, architecture will strive to 
create more communal spaces 
The activated network will serve as a model for growth. The network 
should germinate through conscientious  progress, so it is careful 
towards specified contextual needs. Since North Korea is drastically 
different from South Korea, I propose that they start in a separate 
network and reach a connection when there is a balanced opportunity. 
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? ltered membrane or point of entry that secures and invites people into nature.
At ? rst glance of the contested border, which spans an extensive length of 248 km, the 
architectural building agenda needs to be pushed to think of planning, but not in terms of master 
plan and new developments. It is important to conserve a por? on/ if not more, of the current 
state of the CCZ, because it is 
 1)  a rich ecological reserve full of wildlife and migratory birds
 2)  cannot impede the people living and working in the a? ected sites
 3)  the project must be self-conscious of the impact and bene? ts it is producing 
The border was ? rst analyzed for geographical changes and exis? ng reali? es 
The exis? ng ac? ons I would like to iden? fy are: 
 a)  Preserving nature as a principle throughout the thesis 
 b)  Suppor? ng commuter farmers 
 c)  Suppor? ng ar? sts 
 d)  Accommoda? ng recrea? onal visitors from hiking and bike tour
 e)  Engaging veteran soldiers of the Korean War
 f)  Accommoda? ng tourists of war tourism 
The prime similarity that the variables listed above share among each other is that they are 
transient occupants; they are not/and or intended as permanent residents of Paju. 
Secondly, the span of the CCZ are subject to change de to concurrent state of governmental, 
social, economic, and public interest and authority in the area. Therefore the objec? ve is to 
implement phasing and outspread the staged strategies over the course of 10 years. 
1. Refurbishment
2. Drawing
3. Inser? on 
M E T H O D S :
P H A S E  1  |  R E S T O R I N G
Interven? on 1
Market: I am invi? ng market spaces to occur as a combined support for farmers, recrea? onal 
visitors, tourists, and ar? sts. The transitory nature of markets--its hours of opera? on and change 
in sold goods based on needs demands--allow for the program to situate between the exis? ng 
infrastructure of Dorasan Railway Sta? on and Custom House and the hidden social content of the 
commu? ng farmers and recrea? onal visitors. 
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Con? nua? on 1
Dorasan Peace Park has been an e? ec? ve loca? on for merging cultural values of art, environmental 
awareness, peace uni? ca? on, and educa? on. It is visited by locals as a place to enjoy recrea? onal 
ac? vi? es and by outsiders as a place of a? rac? on. In all, the park has been fairly successful so it is 
important to not impede on their exis? ng opera? on. The design objec? ve for con? nuing the opera-
? on of the park is crea? ng visual aids--signage, pathways, and monuments adjacent to the park. As 
of now, the park is separate from the Dorasan Train Sta? on and Custom House facili? es. It is spa-
? ally odd because it is posi? oned next to the border control facili? es, but because it’s a public park, 
there are de? ned boundaries of the park made by roads, thick trees, and train tracks. 
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Interven? on 2
Accommoda? on: Short-term accommoda? on is intended to meet the needs for farmers, hikers, and ar? sts. 
 As a proposal, I am developing two paired spaces: 
 1)  Living space with detailed precision to meet speci? city of the exis? ng needs
 2) Flexible storage space that can be altered when it is appropriate
 This way I can dually achieve an open system while maintaining the speci? city of the agendas 
 required by the program of farming, hiking tour, and art. 
CCZ BORDER
DMZ BORDER
BORDERS
PEACE & LIFE TRAIL 
FOR HIKING AND BIKING
(by TOUR KOREA)
UNIFICATION INFRASTRUCTURE
1
7
CIRCULATION ALONG THE BORDER
-In 1954, U.S.. Army established the Agricultural
Limitation line by which farming was regulated
Near the dmz.
-In 1958, it was renamed as the Civilian
Control Line.
-In 1993, South Korean central government
Divided their authority of regulating
Activities related to the korean border to
County and regional jurisdiction.
-Secured facilities along the dmz were open
For the public to visit. However only
International visitors were permitted and
South koreans were excluded from the dmz
Tour.
-Unification Road no.1 Was renovated to
Transport exports and imports between south
Korea and north korea.
-Peace road no.7 Was developed for the
Purpose of north korean tourism of mt.
Geumgang, which was open for south koreans
To visit.
-Varying developments related to the dmz and
The wildlife reserve began to appeal to wider
Audience beginning in 2000.
-Korea tour agency, sponsored by the
Government advocated the dmz as “plz, peace
And life zone.”
-DMZ tour was named “peace & life tour,” an
Ecological adventure, which was targeted for
Both south korean and foreign audience.
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PEACE & LIFE TRAIL 
FOR HIKING AND BIKING
(by TOUR KOREA)
UNIFICATION INFRASTRUCTURE
1
7
CIRCULATION ALONG THE BORDER
-Peace & life tour was a guide for accessing
Sites near the civilian control zone with
Multiple destination possibilities.
-The tour promoted the dmz as a reinved space
Of peace. Secondly, it acknowledged the
Transformation of a new dmz culture as
Equally as the history of the korean war.
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INTERSECTION BETWEEN CCZ AND TRAIL
CCZ BORDER
PEACE & LIFE TRAIL
DMZ BORDER
INFRASTRUCTURE
RAILWAY, ROADS, BRIDGES
PUBLIC PARK
ARTS+HUMANITIES
SECURED PUBLIC FACILITIES
OBSERVATORIES
SECURED MILITARY FACILITIES
INFILITRATION TUNNEL,
WAR MEMORIAL
SOUTH KOREAN+US MILITARY BASE
PRESENCE ALONG INTERSECTIONS
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ECOLOGICAL HOTSPOTS:
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PEACE PARK
DORASAN 
STATION
PAJU CITY LOCATION INFORMATION
 Central Part of Korean Peninsula
 Landform Type: Mostly Swampy
Environmental elements: 
 Imjin River + Dorasan Mt.
Unification & DMZ Tourist Destinations:
 Joint Security Area
 3rd Infiltration Tunnel + Dorasan Observatory
 Dorasan Train Station
Cultural Infrastructure + Heritage
 Paju Book City (8,000 Employees, Business+Exhibition)
 Heyri Art Village (370 Residence+Gallery+Art Workshop)
 Gyeonggi English Village (700 Visits per day)
 National Football Center
 (Soccer Training Facility, 1,160 persons accommodation)
STATISTICS:
 Area: 7.25 million sqft
 Population 364,223 (as of December 2010)
 (520,000 Expected in year 2025)
 Density: 1,187.8/sq mi
 IN PROXIMITY TO OTHER LOCATION
 40 minutes from center of Seoul by car
 1 hour from Incheon International Airport + Incheon Port
 Active railways that connect Paju and Seoul since 2009
 Peace & Life Eco-Tour Trail Length: 43.5
BRIEF SITE HISTORY:
 DORASAN PEACE PARK, completed in 2009
 Developed with the intention to educate outsiders about the DMZ
 ecological evolution and memorialize the Korean War.
 DORASAN CUSTOM HOUSE, completed in 2006
 Regulates imports and exports activity along the DMZ border.
 DORSAN TRAIN STATION, completed in 2002
 Last train station in South Korea and where the tracks 
 continue to North Korea.
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ANTICIPATED SEQUENCE OF TRANSIT:
Munsan
Munsan
Seoul City Hall 
S O U T H          
TRANS?KOREAN 
RAILWAY STATIONS
current 
disconnected 
system of 
transit
Gyeonggi Line 
Yongsan - Munsan  (48.6km) 
The extension makes the 
railway a total of 70km
An? cipated 
extension to 
complete the 
Trans-Korean 
Railway
Gyeonggi Line of Seoul Metropolitan Subway Line
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DORASAN RAILWAY AND CUSTOM HOUSE
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NORTH KOREAN PUBLIC AND MASS TRANSIT
3.1 SITE 
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DORASAN TRAIN STATION 
+ LOCATED WITHIN PAJU PROVINCE OF SOUTH KOREA
+ BUILT BEFORE THE KOREAN WAR, AND RENOVATED IN 2002
+ LAST TRAIN STOP IN SOUTH KOREA AND TRACKS CONTINUE TO NORTH KOREA
+ IF IT OPERATES, THE TRAIN WILL CONNECT SOUTH KOREAN CITY SEOUL WITH NORTH KOREAN CITIES KAESONG AND PYONGYANG.
+ WITHIN THE CIVILIAN CONTROL ZONE
+ LIMITED ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC 
+ SOUTH KOREAN CIVILIANS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ENTER
+ ONLY FOREIGNERS HOLDING PASSPORTS OF LIMITED NATIONS MAY ENTER
+ ACCESS TO ONLY 300 PEOPLE PER DAY
+ ONLY 10 TRAINS PER DAY TO AND FROM DORASAN 
+ DORASAN TRAIN DOES NOT TRANSPORT PEOPLE BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA
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Dorasan Peace Park 
1) Peace Monument, 
Titled “Crea? on” to resemble the eternal light of hope 
for peace between North and South Korea
2) Peace Sculpture, 
“Separated Extreme Points“
3) Commemorated tree planted by President King 
Daejung on the 63rd annual celebra? on of Arbor Day
4) Wildlife Pond
5) Galleries
Exhibi? on of DMZ Wildlife, Dora region history, 
geography, and background informa? on on peace.
There are also mock-ups of DMZ fenced border.
6)  Peace Forest
7)  Plaza
8) Dorasan Train Sta? on
S I T E  1
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Titled “Crea? on” to resemble the eternal light of hope 
for peace between North and South Korea
2) Peace Sculpture, 
“Separated Extreme Points“
3) Commemorated tree planted by President King 
Daejung on the 63rd annual celebra? on of Arbor Day
4) Wildlife Pond
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Exhibi? on of DMZ Wildlife, Dora region history, 
geography, and background informa? on on peace.
There are also mock-ups of DMZ fenced border.
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